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MR,ROBERT BEUTEL, BAY CITY,MICHIGAN.
INTERVIEWED RY
WM, WAKEHAY AND RICHARD RATHRUN,

AUGUST ‘28,1894

(Has a fishing estahlishment on the bank of

the river in West Ray City).

We &o not do any fisghing in the bay out-

side of Caseville. There &re no pounds
.

fished in the bay at present. There are at
least 150 pound nets fished in the bay dur-
ing the seeson. They ‘are fighed spring and
fall, They teke in all the shore between
Tawas and Czseville end there are some off
the Charity Isleands,.

The hoop nets ere fished in the river and
a very few in the bay, They would be in
not over 4 feet of water and within 50 rods

of the dhore, They are fished around Neam-

s
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eon and at Rifle River and Pine River, But
probably there are not 10 netis altogether,
They fiah gome al Quanieassee River, just to
the east of Bay Ciuty. Those 10 nets 40 not
include those in the river. They cetch
bulil-head s, perch, sunfisgh, suckers and

pike in them, Do not cateh any yellow
pickerel in them, They tske what they eall
the mud bass, whieh is a species of the
black hass. Their mouth is a little larger
then the black bhass, and it is probably the
big mouthed black bass, They get a good
price for them, Can wholesale then for

from 8 to 10 sent s,
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There are no seines fished in the bay,
and no commercial hook and line fishing to
speak of. No winier hocok and line fishing.
They used toc gpear a'good deal in the winter
but now there ig but very little done and
last winter there was practiecally no spear-

ing. Practically all the fishing in the



bsy is pound net fishing. They wcﬁld take
pickerel and trout with the spears,--large
ones weighing 20 or 256 1lbs.

The pots of the pound netis are gll the
same size, Ve use a 3 ineh boitom for the
pot and the sides are 2 1=2, The leeder
and heart are 5 and © inch. lMost of the
leaders we use are about 80 rods, The pot
is about 32 feet square. Some fish as high
as 10 nets in a string. Gillingham has
30 nets in a string, but most of them do net
fish over 10, On the Little Charities we :
figh in about 30 feet depth for the outside
pot, and the inside one commences in about
10 fest, Truedel says the outside pots
fisn the best, ' I think he has gravelly
bottom,

I believe there are more pounds now than
10 years ago, The ppund net fishing began

before my timeé here.

i
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I begtn to figh in the spring just as
soon &3 the ice goes out, sometimes about
the first of April, If we get out by that
time we feel satigfied, ond sometimes we get
out bafore thai time. When you e¢an get out
in one place in the bay you ean get all over
because we have to wait for the ice to move.
Sometimes, if it is a soft winter, it will
open up in March; and we got [ishing Marech
25 last year, but it froze up on us April
5. There¢ ie once in & while & net set be-
fore the ice is gone, but 88 a rule they
wait antil it is =1l out. Qur last nets
at the Charities came oul about July 4.

The dbay fishing quit the last ‘2 or 3 years

about the first of June. They put them in

‘aga:ln about the first of September, but

there are no figsh brought to market until
September 15 or 20, Ve figh until about

November 25, at the latest,
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Our principal fish are the herring, pick-
erel, verch, and whitefieh, but the latter
are not so commnon, Get a few trout. .

The herring come in all th.rough the bhay,
The herring here are larger than the Creen
Bay herring and smaller than the Lake Erie
herring, They will go about 3 to 2 lbs. or
2 to 1 1b. on an average. We begin to get
the herring November 1, and get them in the
spring alsao, As & rule we do not get them
in the spring bhefore Aprid 10. Would not
get them in the fall before the first of
October, The principal herring fishing is
in October and MNovember, L

The first fish we take in the smring are
pickerel. We et the pickersl all the
season, et them when we first begin to
fish and take them up to July and then get

them again in the fall, Our prinecipal

pickerel fishing 1q in the spring as soon as
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we can get our nets in, R
The perch are caught all the time, except
late in the fall when the herring come on
we do not get as many perch. Get more pereh
in the warm season.
In the last few years we have marketed
guckers pretty well and they are abundant
about all times, They run more wiih the

perch,

IR

¥e pet only the yellow pickerel here, M-
et a very few sand pickerel and in the
last year or two they have seemed t0 be in-
ereasing. I think it is the same sand
pickerel they have in Lake Erie,

We get & few black bass in June. In
100 ibs. of fisgh would run across 1 or 2
bass. We get them in September to some
extent,

Get the catfish during the spring when

the warm weather sets in, and again in the
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fall. They are quite abundant. We eall
them channel cat, We have only the one
kind. We get the bull-heads in the marshy
places in the iake and in the river,

Get very few sturgeon. In faect they are
decreasing every year, but they were abun-
dant in the bay at one time. I do not sup=
pose we got 25 all last spring. I think
the Saginaw Lay Fish Co., get more.

There are no whive bass to speak of, but
ve used to have guite a few of them 8 or 10
yeairs ago. Jgsed to get them as high as 200
lbs. at a time 1o & boat, We get the cali-:
eo bass here someé, but they are mostly river
fish, Ve get a few rock bass, but they afo
river fish.

Get quite a few sheepshead, but they do
not bring them into the market at all. We
tried some last year, but before we got them

markaeted they ate up all there was in them.
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cet a few lawyers, but do not bring them
in either,

Vie gaet guive a few grass pike in the
pound nets. They are caucht in shallow wa-
ter and mershy places. Would get some in
clear water, but not meany. Get very few
maskincnge, and in faet none.

I do not suprose we had 1000 1lbvs. of
lake trout last fall, Ve catch them at the
Charities. Do not get them inside of the
Charity Islends to speak of.

We run across a few German carp, but
nothing to speak of, We get some buffalogy
and years ago used to get more of them, and
get quite a few now, Get no moon-eyes io
speak of. Get quite a few buffaloes in the
fall, Mr,Trudell at the Charities got
ebout 10 tons duriﬁg last season, in the
months of October and November, 17,000 1lbs.

in October and 3,000 in November. They get
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some at Big Charity, Point Lookout and Taw-
as, and get some at the head of the bay. At
the falls where there is clear water, we get
quite a few at the head of the bay, but only
in the fall. At the Charities we geot more
in the spring than fall,

Get no menominees to speak of, and no
blue fins or long jaws.

I think the fisheries are falling off, ° 7~
everything except herring, which I think
are on the increase. I do not think pereh
have fallen off, and, if anything, they are
on the increase. Suckers are falling off
some, but not much. Perch, suckers and
herring are on the increase you might say.
Whitefish have fallen off very much. Ido
not know a8 they ever got many trout in this
bay. —_—

The pickerel are falling off some every

year, We do not nutice it so much except
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in the soring. For the last 3 years we
have had very unfavorable weather, We pet
the most of them when they are spawning, but
would have & big blow ecome up for the last
$ years and drive them out of the bay when
they were spawning. The decrease is the
result of excesszive fighing, end allowing
No,2 pickerel to be marketed. That would
be pickerel less than 1 1lb, round. We do
not dress,pickerel at all. Early in the
segsgon Jew York buys heavily of us, but
after that we look to the southern merkets,
St.Louis, Chicago, Cineinnati, ete.
My opinion in regard to this bay is to %g#«
’F%M protect the pickerel, and also the whitefigh
They are the only ones we sare ghout pro-
aectihg. There are two ways of protecting
Mﬂthem. 0f ecourse as dealers we want the

business to o on as much as ever, but

whether it would be poliey to stop us from
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catehing them during the spawning season is
& question, I do not know whether it would
pay us to fish after that time. The other
way is to stop us from catehin~s the small
pickerel, I do not know as we would feel
i{ very much to proteet the mmall ones. Ve
get the bulk of the small ones in the rivers
They fiéh clear up to the headwaters of the
river sabove Saginaw, They fish pound &nd
hoop nets up the river, The pickerel run
up the river in the srring and spawn both
in the river and bay. I think to stop
catching the number 2 pickerel would be a
good way of protecting them, I would do it
by not allowing any to be brought to market.
I do not know as we could regulate the
mesh as our herring industry is 2-3 of the
fighery in the fall, ¥e use just as small
herring as we can dress, but we never get

very small ones. In June or the first of
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July we usually get some small ones, Would
consider about 6 or 8 inchel e small herring.
The increase of the herring is due to the
fact probably that they breed more rapidly
than any other fish,

The smallest whitefish that should be
mérketed should not be less than 1 1b, after
they are dressed, and 1 1-4 1lb. might be
small enough. In the spring we get quite
a few 0.2 whitef ish. Aecording to our
books we get the most of the whitefish in
October, end when the herring come on they
drive away the whitefish so some say. We
do not find schools of different fish run-

ning together,

>, P
In the fall when pickerel are running
there is but one kind together, Some years
we will get more pereh, other years suckers,

and other years No,2 pickerel. Qutside of

the Charities and nroﬁn‘ Port Austin they do
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not get many pickerel. Our pickerel are
mostly confined to inside of the Charities.
. i They get herring outside, however, e
We cannot fish larger then 2 1-2 inch
7  mesh {pounds) for herring. VWe use about
‘ the same leader for herring that we do for
whitefish, and the big leader does not seem
&c stop them. Take one man just beyonf
another for herring fishing and the second
man seems to get just as many as the first
one.’ I do not suppose if they saw the
leader stuck up that they would try to get
through it. e
Ve do not leave any space between the
ﬁ*“”yﬁ inner end of a leader and the next following
pot when set in strings. We have no trou-
9;#*‘}'bw'f ble from the vessels as the water is too

, 4! shallow. The navigation people do not com-

plain &t all,

‘;;ﬂdhwng We have had no trouble from sawdust here

in the bay, They do not dump any sawdust



here, In my experience we have had no
trouble froﬁ that cause. They have been
uging it'for fuel and huilding docks,ete.,
ever sinece I can remember, At Alpene they
have a swift current, but here it is almost
dead, In the gpring there is quite a cur-
rent, but the mills do not get to ruming
until the current gets down pretty well.
The mills do not run in the winter,

We have more or less trouble from the
rafis. But these large rafts they have
been bringing in for the last year or two
do not bother us much as they bring them in
mestly in the summer. Some fishermen com=-
plain of the bark at the Charities. The
bark does not get into the pounds to do any
damage.

They do not throw eny slabs,ete., over at
all. Our water is a little dirty early in khe

spring from the city sewage, but that is
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about all,

Our eity.scavenger used to take all the
offal away, and make phosphate, and we uged
to eerry it baek here & good deal and bury
itv. Of course some goes into the water,
but as & rule we never throw anvthing over,
Sometimes they will throw over half a barrel
or 80 at a time. I do not suppose they
ghould throw any offal into the water, Our
herring are 2l) dressed ashore, and,in fact,
no offal goes into either the hay or river,
All the whitefish are dregsed ashore, The
herring are drcssed at the fishing places
along the shoreg and they dump them on the
land there, -

There is nothing but fishermen's huts at &op
the Charities. You could go to Bay Port
or Point lLookout to study the fish, I
think they bring all their fish to Ray Port

to dress them (from the fisheries in that



vieinity). There are hotels at 3ay Port in
the fishing seeson and ypropably you could
get accommodetions at Point Lookout. .
Wy wblo
If they stop «s fighing until afier the
spawning season it is a guestion whether it
would pay us to go to fishing after that,
but ultimately i1t would be & gooed ithing.
The bulk of the pickerel are through spawn-
ing by the 10th of April. We wili cateh
pickerel in the upper part of the bay until
about June 10, Gillingham ceaiches them up
to about the first of July. Ve get what
we call the second run of pickerel that come
on after the spawning fish are through,
Generally pickersl are through spawning by
April 10 or 15, GCood fishing would con=-
tinue, hewever, until lay 10th or 15th, and
then it pets pretiy light until the first o®
middle of Junse. We get the second run of

male piekerel following about 10 or 10 days

after the females are gone.
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The herring spawn all over the bay.

Their spawvning season is about the fore part
of Vovember.,

The whitefish spawn around the Charities,
They spawn all over the bay, but that is
their prinecipal spawning ground in November.

If there was no merket for the snal} é;:»
fish or no one allowed to handle them they
would have to throw the ismall fish over-
board. I think they wuld throw them over
elive and in rood eonditien if they were
fimed a few times. They could not bring
them ashore very well end would throw them
over between lif?s.

I do not think the fishermen generally
would take the spawn from the whitefish and
fertilize it and deposit it again. If they
had lots of work on their hands they would

probably neglest it. Possibly if they

would let them off with that the imost of
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then would do it, but others would not teke
the trouble. ¥Yhen the weather was favora-
ble g0 they could, no doubt they would do iy
but when the weather got rough and they
could not do it very conveniently they would
not bother with it, Fighermen do not like
to go out of their line of work, There 1is
no direet income from it, and they would
say 'f am not getting any pay for this", and
that would be about the size of it.

We do not take as many fish as we used
to years ago, Take it during the year and
I do not know but that Saginaw handies more
figh than they did 10 or 12 years ago, but
then we did not market theme certain classes
of fish. We tak e more herring than ever,
Take less plckerel altogether, and take more
of these soft fish, perch, suskers,éte.

¥We usually pay 1 eent a 1lb, for pereh,
We do not usually make @ practice of buying

suckers except in the winter, For herring
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we do not pay over l1-2 cent dressed. Last
year we paid 90 cents per 100 1lbs. The
term soft fish includes perch, suekers,ctc.
We call them soft hegause they do not bring
a8 rood a price as other fish. Our hard
figh are pickerel, whitefish and grass pike.
Grass pike are & 8oft fish in regard to
keeiing, but they bring a good prige. Her=
ring are herring and sturgeon are sturgeon,
(they call them neither hard nor soft).

The soft fish are the herring and pereh
practically. We sell dressed herring fresh
for 1 1=-2 cents., Smuli whitefish run with
the big whitefish in the spring, and not
with the herring. Ve do not salculate to
get over 5 centis per 1h, for frozen herring
here, I think the herring would go prob-
ably 2 or 3 to a 1b. Lake Erie herring run
almost half a 1lb., apiece.

P

There are not enough sturgeon to atiempt
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to increase them, The only thing to do
would be to stop catching them for & while.
The sturgeon are worth a good deal, The
meat is worth as much as any other figh and

the caviar is valuable.



